OF   THE   EAST   INDIES

Since that Time they wrote to Siam and Macao in China for some more
ghostly Fathers, but not one will go, tho' perhaps they might have the
Honour of dying Martyrs.

They all of them have small Pensions from the King, but too narrow
to maintain them, so they go to the Woods with Firearms, and kill wild
Elephants for their Teeth, which they sell to Foreigners; and their Way
of killing them, is very singular, for they form a Piece of Iron like a Slug,
and the foremost End is made sharp. In the Woods grow certain Trees
with a thick Bark of a violent poisonous Quality. They drive the sharp
End of the Slug into the Bark, and let it stay a short Time in it, then put
the Slug into their Gun charged with Powder, and coming near the Beast,
fire the Slug into its Body. The Elephant being thus wounded, flees from
the Man, but the Man keeps Sight of it for a small Space of Time, and then
it drops down dead.

And with the same poisoned Slugs they kill Cattle and Buffaloes, for
their Tongues. This subtil Poison has also another strange Quality, that
if Men become hungry or thirsty, (as they often do in the Woods) they
squeeze a few Drops of it on a Leaf of a Tree, and they licking the Leaf,
it gives immediate Refreshment; but if the Skin be broken, and the Juice
touch the Part, it proves mortal without Remedy.

When I arrived at Ponteamass, an Officer came on board, who could
speak a little Portuguese. He brought a Present of Refreshments along with
him, and advised me to send to the King, to give him an Account of
my Arrival, and acquaint him that I designed to trade with his Subjects
by his Permission, which I did, and in twelve Days, received an Answer
that I might, but desired me to send some Person up with Musters of my
Goods, that he and his Merchants might see them, and sent two Portuguese
for Interpreters, one to stay with me on board of my Ship, while I staid,
and the other to accompany the Person I designed to send to him with the
Musters. On their Arrival I dispatcht my second Supercargo, with an Equip-
page of 25 Men., well armed with Fuzees and Bayonets, with two small Bales
of Musters, and Presents for the King, with Instructions to let me hear from
him once a Week by an Express, if no other Opportunity offered.

After he arrived at the City, he had a large House allowed him for the
Accommodation of him and his Retinue, and had store of Provisions sent
him, and many Folks of Distinction visited him, but ten Days past before
he could see his Majesty, who at last received him in great State, sitting
on a Throne like a Pulpit, with his Face vailed below his Eyes, and after
many gracious Speeches, some whereof were pertinent to my Purpose, but
many not, he gave me Liberty and Encouragement to trade.